Religion

identified with its religious organisation, the laws will
tend more and more to be so shaped as to impose its
morality by enactment. What a remarkable feat of
governmental interference in the past generations it has
been to impose on the public mind the idea that marriage
ordinances, for example, correspond to some eternal law
of right and wrong, and that to set them at defiance is
necessarily to do a wicked action! To accomplish that
result religion had first to appropriate a foreign area of
morals, and then government had to usurp the authority
of religion. If so-called Christian morals are in very
truth a part of Christianity, it must follow that Chris-
tianity is merely the outcome of a crowd movement, not
of a divine revelation.

It must not, however, be forgotten that in the evolution
of a people the evolutions of its government, its morals,
and the religions of its citizens are taking place simultane-
ously, and sometimes, though far from always, by equal
stages. Where a harmony exists between all three, a
happy state of things is arrived at; and such a harmony
has characterised the culminations of some important
epochs of civilisation. Thus in the great age of Chivalry
and Feudalism the religion of the people matched very
closely the moral and governmental ideals of the day.
No one, however, would claim that the present age is
marked by any such congruity. It is an age of rapid
change alike in governmental and religious ideals, whilst
much of our morality is obviously transitional. Under
these conditions the individual is fortunately able to pre-
serve a good deal of freedom, not only of thought but of
speech. He may differ from one of the great crowds
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